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SOME EARLY HISTORY OP FAIRPIELD COUNTY

"What fair fieldsl" Lord Cornwallia is said to have

exalairoed when he was making "Wynneahorough" his headquarters

from October 1780 to January 1781. Hence, the origin of the name
■  . .. f . j. . . . . . ^ ,

of Pairfield County, His lordship, speaking to Walter Robertson,

of that day, added: "I can conceive no finer region, taking into

consideration its fertile soil, its mild climate, its long drawn, .

beautiful valleys and glorious highlands."

Thirty^-five years before Cornwallis was there, the first
■  » 4

white settlers came to this land, then a part of Craven County, of

the royal province of South Carolina, The first settlers found this

territory occupied by the Gatawbas, Waterees, and other small tribes

of the Sioux, After the Revolution, it was a part of Camden Dis

trict, and was made into Pairfield County in 1798, Its lines have

remained unchanged to this day except for a small portion ceded to

Richland in 1913,

Mill's Statistics says that buffaloes, elks, bears, panthers

and wolves abounded in the cpunty, James Newton, living in 1824,

is said to have killed the last elk. Its antlers were shipped to

England, Jesse Gladden, father of General Gladden, is quoted as

saying that he had seen droves of wild horsds in the county,

WINNSBOROUGH IN 1826

Winnsborough la the seat of Justice of this district, and



Is one of the moat pleasant and flo\xrlshlng villages In the state#

There are few. If any, more healthy places in the state# The lands

arovwd are fertile, gently \indulating, and highly improved# The

houses are hullt mostly on one street, though other streets are laid

out and have been considerably improved# It has a handsome court

house and jail, an academy (formerly a college) which is richly en

dowed and very flourishing} three churches, a Masonic hall, and a

market-house# The number of private houses.(some of which are hand

some) is about fiftyj there are two houses of entertainment and

eight or ten stores# Two considerable saw gin factories are carried

on here# - - .

Winnsborough is remarkable for having been the headquarters

of Lord Cornwallis in the Revolutionary War, after the defeat of

Ferguson at Kings Mo\intain, when he retreated from Charlotte#

Mount Zion Was established in this place before the Revo

lutionary War, and received an act of incorporation in 1777# It was

formerly in high repute, and conferred degrees#

There are two other villages in the district: Monticello,

which contains the Jefferson Academy, to the founding of which in

stitution the venerable patriot, in honor of whom it received its

name^ liberally contributed# Monticello.is situated between the

waters of Little River and Wilkinson's Creek# It contains a few

houses, besides the academy, and is in a healthy, rich and populous

neighborhood,

MOBERLEY MEETING HOUSE

Edward Moberley, with his six sons and their families,

came to Palrfield County from Point Tobacco, Maryland, about 1758,

and settled on what is known as Poplar Ridge, on the East side of

Beaver Creek# For a long time they were fretted by the Hamptons








